DISCOURSE 


ON  A CHRISTIAN  PROFESSION, 

DELIVERED  AT 

BROOKLINE, 

I 

JUNE  27,  1802, 

IMMEDIATELY  BEFORE  THE  CELEBRATION  OF 

<rL‘be  Lord's  Supper , 


BY  JOHN  PIERCE,  A.  M. 

MINISTER  OF  BROOKLINE. 


CamftriDge, 


PRINTED  BY  WILLIAM  HILLIARD. 


THE  Author  affe&ionately  dedicates  this 
plain  difcourfe  to  the  people  of  his  charge, 
who  requeft  its  publication  ; fincerely  praying, 
while  it  recommends  obfervance  of  the  forms , 
that,  like  a faithful  monitor,  it  may  awaken  a 
more  lively  attention  to  the  fubftance  of  true 
religion* 


— 


ECCLESIASTES  v.  4,  5. 

When  thou  v owefl  a vow  unto  God , defer  not 
to  pay  it.  For  he  hath  no  pleafure  in  fools . Fay 
that , which  thou  hafl  vowed . Better  is  it , that 
thou  jhouldejl  not  vow , than  that  thou  jhouldejl  voiv, 
and  not  pay. 

Xt  was  a cuftom  among  the  Ifraelites  to 
make  vows  unto  Jehovah.  In  thefe  they 
ufually  had  reference  to  fome  dehred  good  ; 
and  they  folemnly  engaged,  on  receiving  it, 
to  fulfil  their  promifes.  Before  it  was  made, 
the  vow  was  optional  ; but  being  flipulated, 
.nothing  could  diffolve  the  engagement.  In 
confirmation  of  this  truth  it  is  faid  in  Deute- 
ronomy, When  thou  Jhalt  vow  a vow  unto  the 
Lord  thy  God , thou  fjalt  not  flack  to  pay  it.  For 
the  Lord  thy  God  will  furely  require  it  of  thee  ; arid 
it  would  be  fin  in  thee.  But , if  thou  Jhalt  forbear 
to  vow , it  Jhall  be  no  fin  in  thee . 
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To  this  cuftom  the  wife  man  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  refer  in  the  text.  But  its  language 
will  naturally  admit  a more  extenfive  fignifi- 
cation.  It  may  well  apply  to  every  folemn 
engagement,  into  which  man  enters  with  his 
Maker.  Thus,  under  the  mofaic  difpenfation 
it  required  thofe,  who  had  entered  into  cov- 
enant with  God,  to  comply  with  its  terms,  as 
delivered  by  the  Almighty  to  Mofes.  On  the 
difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift  it  enjoins  the  obferv- 
ance  of  whatfoever  he  has  commanded. 

It  will,  therefore,  comport  both  with  the 
fubject  and  the  occalion,  if  I confider  a chriftian 
profeffion  in  the  light  of  a religious  vow,  and 
fliow  as  well  our  obligation  to  make  it,  as 
the  important  duties  it  involves,  when  made. 

I.  A public  chriftian  profeffion,  it  cannot 
be  doubted,  is  a religious  vow ; and  it  is  a 
vow  of  the  moft  ferious  and  fignificant  im- 
port. It  is  a folemn  declaration  of  our  repent- 
ance of  fin  and  faith  in  the  Savior.  It  is  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  truth  of  the  facred  fcrip- 
tures  in  general ; and,  with  humble  reliance 
on  help  obtained  of  God , it  is  a refolution  to 
lead  a virtuous  and  holy  life. 
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Confider,  alfo,  the  folemnity  ufually  at- 
tending the  profeflion.  It  is  exprefsly  made 
in  the  prefence  of  God  and  our  Yellow-beings. 
It  feems  thus  to  call  heaven  and  earth  by  fob 
emn  appeal  to  witnefs  the  fincerity  of  our  en- 
gagement. How  is  it  poflible,  therefore,  to 
conceive  of  obligations  toward  either  God  or 
man  more  ftrid  or  more  folemn,  than  are 
thus  impofed  ? 

This  facred  profeflion  may,  indeed,  be  un- 
dertaken, and,  we  have  reafon  to  fear,  is  often 
made  without  due  confideration.  For  what  is 
not  liable  to  abufe  ! Yet  this  facrilegious  per- 
verfion  does  not  alter  the  nature,  nor  diminilh 
the  obligation  of  what  is  fo  feriouhy  promifed. 
Contracts  between  man  and  man,  when  for- 
mally made,  are  always  confldered  binding, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  motives,  or  how 
remifs  foever  the  attention  of  the  promifer. 
Much  lefs  can  it  excufe  the  neglect  or  the 
breach  of  our  pious  obligations,  that  they 
were  aflumed  without  confidering  their  facred 
import,  their  awful  reality. 

The  forms  of  admiflion  to  chriflian  privi- 
leges, it  may  be  obferved,  are  various  in  dif- 
ferent churches.  Some  require  alfent  to  long, 
intricate,  unintelligible  creeds,  and  demand  a 


C 5 1) 

minute  relation  of  perfonal  experiences  in  re- 
ligion. Others  impofe  no  formal  terms  of 
communion  ; and  admit  to  chriftian  ordinan- 
ces without  an  explicit  profeflion  of  faith, 
and  without  any  verbal  pious  engagements  or 
refolutions.  But,  in  whatever  way  thefe  ordi- 
nances are  adminiftered,  whether  with  or  with- 
out an  exprefs  church  covenant,  the  fubjects  of 
them  may  be  faid,  either  virtually  or  explicitly,  to 
have  taken  the  vows  of  God  upon  them.  The 
mode  of  admiftion  into  chriftian  fellowfhip 
may  vary  ; but  where  fuch  fellowfhip  is  un- 
derftood  in  any  w^y  to  fubfift,  the  confequent 
obligations  muft  be  nearly  fimilar.  In  making 
a covenant  with  my  Maker,  it  cannot  be  effen- 
tial  to  do  it  by  words.  He,  who  knows  all 
the  fecret  fprings  in  the  foul,  will  infer  it  from 
my  actions,  when  I obferve  thofe  inftitutions, 
which  neceftarily  prefuppofe  faith  in  his  Son. 

This  fentiment  is  recognifed  in  the  plat- 
form of  church  difcipiine,  eftablifhed  by  our 
venerable  and  pious  anceftors  fo  early,  as  the 
year  1648,  which  has  in  repeated  inftances 
been  openly,  and  ever  fince  tacitly  acknowl- 
edged, as  the  conftitution  of  our  congrega- 
tional churches.  u This  voluntary  agreement, 
confent,  or  covenant,”  fay  its  judicious  and 
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candid  framers  in  the  fourth  fe&ion  of  the 
fourth  chapter,  “ although  the  more  expreis 
and  plain  it  is,  the  more  fully  it  puts  us  in 
mind  of  our  mutual  duty,  and  ftirreth  us  up 
to  it,  and  leaveth  lefs  room  for  the  queftioning 
of  the  truth  of  the  church  eftate  of  a company 
of  profeffors,  and  the  truth  of  memberfhip  of 
particular  perfons  ; yet,  we  conceive,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  it  is  kept,  where  there  is  a real  agree- 
ment or  confent  of  a company  of  faithful  per- 
fons to  meet  conftantly  together  in  one  con- 
gregation for  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and 
their  mutual  edification  ; which  real  agree- 
ment and  confent  they  do  exprefs  by  their 
conflant  pra&ice  in  coming  together  for  the 
public  worlhip  of  God,  and  by  their  religious 
fubjection  to  the  ordinances  of  God  there  ; the 
rather,  if  we  confider,  how  fcripture  covenants 
have  been  entered  into  not  only  exprefsly  by 
word  of  mouth,  but  by  facrifice,  by  hand-writ- 
ing and  feal,  and  alfo  fometirnes  by  filent 
confent  without  any  writing  or  exprefiion  of 
words  at  all.” 

Hence  a chriftian  profefiion  may  be  made 
without  an  open  and  formal  acknowledgment 
of  allegiance  to  Chrift.  But,  in  whatever  way 
made,  it  amounts  to  a religious  vow,  which 
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we  are  bound  by  the  molt  facred  ties  not  to 
violate. 

It  may  be  argued  by  fome,  that  chriftiani- 
ty  is  addrefled  to  us,  as  rational  beings  ; and 
we  are  at  liberty  to  embrace  or  rejeft  it.  If 
we  perceive  not  fufficient  reafon  to  adopt  it, 
and,  of  courfe,  lay  ourfelves  under  no  volunta^ 
ry  engagements  to  obey  its  injunctions,  we  are 
not  anfwerable  for  neglecting  it. 

II.  This  leads  me  to  confider  our  obliga- 
tions to  make  a Christian  profefiion,  to  enter 
into  covenant  with  our  Maker. 

Some  may  be  imboldened  by  the  language 
of  the  text  joined  with  an  earned:  defire  of 
felf-vindication  to  conclude,  becaufe  vows  a- 
mong  the  Ifraelites,  fo  all  kinds  of  religious 
engagements  are  optional.  But  this  would  be 
a conclufion  at  once  rafh  and  dangerous.  It 
is  allowed,  that  certain  kinds  of  vows  were 
left  difcretionary  with  the  children  of  Ifrael. 
At  the  fame  time  there  was  a covenant  with 
Jehovah,  which  they  were  bound  to  make,  and 
to  fubmit  to  a rite,  as  a feal  of  its  ratification. 
The  perfon,  who  fliould  ftubbornly  refufe  com- 
pliance with  this  duty,  was  by  exemplary  pun- 
ifhment  to  be  cut  off  from  the  people. 

V’v  ' \ 
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We  cannot  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  Deity 
would  enforce  the  mofaical  more  carefully, 
than  the  chriftian  covenant,  efpecially,  when 
we  confider  the  univerfal  extent  of  the  latter, 
while  the  former  more  immediately  refpe&ed 
the  Ifraelites  ; if  we  alfo  reflect,  that  the  ra- 
tionality of  the  one  is  far  lefs  obvious,  than 
that  of  the  other. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  that  chriftianity  is 
addrefled  to  us  as  rational  beings  ; and  on  this 
ground,  it  is  contended,  it  challenges  the  at- 
tention, and  claims  the  acceptance  of  every 
one  qualified  to  examine  it.  It  relates  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  a religion,  which  from 
fmall  beginnings  has  gradually  increafed,  and 
which  promifes  to  overfpread  the  world.  It 
prefents  the  prophecies,  which  have  at  various 
periods  been  fulfilled  in  its  confirmation  ; and 
it  declares  to  us  others,  which  Ihall  certainly 
be  accomplifhed.  It  unfolds  the  moft  ftupen- 
dous  miracles  faid  to  be  wrought  in  its  defence. 
In  fine,  it  portrays  the  Savior  in  all  his  celef- 
tial  glories,  who  has  enjoined  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  character,  the  reception  of 
his  religion,  and  obedience  to  his  laws.  A- 
mong  thefe  not  the  leaf!  confiderable  is  to  con- 
fefs  him  before  men . Had  this  been  a merely 
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arbitrary  appointment,  were  there  no  valid 
reafons  to  recommend  the  duty,  there  would 
be  no  impropriety,  nay,  we  fhould  be  perfect- 
ly juftified  in  neglecting  it.  But,  fince  the  pub- 
lic profefilon  of  our  faith  in  Chrift  is  fo  evident- 
ly required  by  our  Savior  and  his  apoftles, 
fince  it  is  calculated  to  anfwervaluable  purpofes, 
iince  there  is  every  thing,  which  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  will  admit,  to  demand  our  faith,  it  is 
unjuftifiable  to  withhold  it. 

Whenever  the  divine  Immanuel  wrought 
miracles  on  his  followers,  as  he  thus  intended 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  religion  in  the 
world,  he  invariably  made  faith  in  himfelf  a 
prerequiftte.  The  apoftles  and  firft  preachers 
of  chriftianity  required  the  exercife  and  the 
declaration  of  the  fame  faith,  before  perfons 
were  admitted  to  the  ordinance  of  baptifm, 
and  were  thus  added  ' to  the  church . Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  ' and  thou  jh alt  be  faved.  If 
thou /halt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus , and 
believe  in  thine  heart,  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from 
the  death , thou  Jhalt  be  faved.  In  fuch  plain  and 
peremptory  language,  as  this,  do  the  primitive 
apoftles  and  difciples  of  Chrift,  reprefent  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  poffdling  and  declaring  faith  in  the 
Savior. 
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But  fome  kind  of  chriftian  profeiTion  will 
appear  reafonable,  agreeably  to  the  nature  and 
fitnefs  of  things,  if  we  confider  that,  without  it, 
there  can  be  no  regularly  formed  church,  and 
no  church  power  of  chriftians  mutually  over 
one  another.  Hence  the  conftitution  before 
cited  maintains,  that  “ Saints  by  calling  mult 
have  a vifible  political  union  among  them- 
felves  ; or,  elfe,  they  are  not  yet  a particular 
church,  as  thofe  fimilitudes  hold  forth,  which 
the  fcriptures  make  ufe  of  to  fhow  the  nature 
of  particular  churches,  as  a body,  a building,  a 
houfe.  Hands,  eyes,  feet,  and  other  members 
muft  be  united,  or,  elfe,  remaining  feparate, 
are  not  a body.  Stone,  timber,  though 
fquared,  hewn,  and  polifhed  are  not  a houfe, 
till  they  are  compacted  and  united,  fo  faints,  or 
believers  in  judgment  of  charity,  are  not  a 
church,  unlefs  orderly  knit  together.”  For 
fuch  reafons  we  find,  that  churches  were  im- 
mediately founded,  after  their  great  Head  had 
afcended  on  high  ; and  that  they  were  regular- 
ly initiated  by  profelling  their  faith,  and  by  re- 
ceiving baptifm  for  themfelves  and  houfeholds. 
In  this  way  were  formed  the  churches  at  Co- 
rinth, Galatia,  Theffalonica,  and  the  others 
mentioned  in  the  New  Teftament. 
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Indeed  the  formation  of  churches  by  unit- 
ing  fellow-chriftians  into  corporate  bodies  is 
agreeable  to  the  modes  and  cuftoms  generally 
obferved  among  mankind.  Is  any  particular 
fcience  to  be  encouraged  ? We  fee  men  form- 
ing themfelves  into  focieties  fubjeft  to  regula- 
tions, which  they  voluntarily  engage  to  ob- 
ferve  for  the  promotion  of  their  objeft.  In 
like  manner  the  arts  and  other  ufeful  purpofes 
of  life  are  encouraged  and  advanced.  But  fhall 
fuch  meafures  be  taken  to  fubferve  our  prefent 
intereft  ; and  fhall  not  fimilar  exertions  be  em- 
ployed about  our  future  everlafling  concerns  ? 
Shall  felfifli  or  benevolent  objects  engage  our  at- 
tention ; and  fhall  we  deem  of  lefs  importance 
the  advancement  of  piety  ? Shall  we  bellow 
fuch  unwearied  pains  to  become  ufeful  citizens 
of  this  world  ; and  fhall  lefs  be  thought  necef- 
fary  to  render  us  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints , 
and  of  the  boafold  of faith  ? 

It  is  objefted  by  fome  to  our  common 
mode  of  admitting  church  members,  that  it 
requires  what  is  unreafonable.  Creeds,  it  is 
laid,  are  impofed,  to  which  no  rational  chrift- 
ian  can  affent.  This  objection  may  poffibly  . 
lie  againft  fome  churches,  which  are  too  feru- 


C 13  ] 

pulous  about  modes  of  faith.  But  it  is  queftion- 
ed,  whether,  as  applied  to  our  churches  in  gen- 
eral, it  has  the  leaft  foundation.  Moft  of  our 
covenants  are  expreffed  in  fimple  fcriptural 
language,  and  require  only  a belief  of  what  the 
facred  records  indifputably  reveal.  How, 
then,  can  any,  who  profefs  to  believe  di- 
vine revelation,  confiftently  object  to  a cove- 
nant, which  propofes  the  facred  truths  of  the 
Bible  for  its  foundation  and  guide,  and  whofe 
grand  defign  is  the  advancement  of  evangeli- 
cal holinefs  and  virtue  ? The  platform  of  church 
difcipline,  on  which  our  covenants  are  found- 
ed, may  have  its  imperfections.  But  they  are 
the  imperfections  of  a fyftem,  which  has 
been  the  glory  of  our  churches,  and  which 
long  experience  has  demonftrated  to  produce 
the  molt  falutary  effects.  Why,  then,  fhould 
any  object  to  what  is  fo  certain  a good,  at  the 
hazard  of  involving  us,  for  the  fake  of  doubt- 
ful reformation,  in  novel  untried  evils  ? 

But  others  plead  in  excufe  for  not  taking 
on  them  the  obligations  of  the  chriflian  cove- 
nant the  language  of  the  text ; Better  is  it,  that 
thou  JhouldeJi  not  vow,  than  that  thou  JhouldeJi  vow, 
and  not  pay.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the 
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latter  is  a greater  evil,  than  the  former.  But 
is  the  fear  of  fin  a good  reafon,  why  we  fhould 
omit  duty  ? Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  our  be- 
nevolent and  righteous  Lawgiver  has  placed 
us  in  fuch  circumftances,  that,  in  avoiding 
one  fin,  we  mu  ft  neceffarily  fall  into  another  ? 
Rather  let  us  look  for  fome  inconfiftency  in 
ourfelves,  than  pretend  fuch  an  abfurd  contra- 
diction in  the  moral  government  of  God.  Let 
us  rather  fuppofe  the  abfurdity  to  be  this. 
Men  are  deterred  by  fome  improper  motives 
from  making  a chriftian  profeflion  ; and  then 
quiet  themfelves  in  the  belief,  that  they  thus 
avoid  a greater  fin.  What  ferves  to  increafe 
their  remiflhefs  and  felf-complacency  is  the 
appearance  of  a good  motive,  though  it  leads 
to  omiflion  of  a known  duty.  They  fee 
others  violate  the  moft  facred  engagements, 
and  bring  difgrace  on  the  caufe,  they  had  fol- 
emnly  promifed  to  defend.  They  are  {hocked 
at  the  iacrilegious  inconfiftency  ; and  they  re- 
folve  to  fhun  their  guilt  by  avoiding  the  pof- 
fibiiity  of  incurring  it.  But  their  inquiry  in 
this  cafe  ought  not  fo  much  to  be,  what  do 
others  negled  ; as,  what  is  it  our  duty  to 
perform  ? The  guilt  of  others  {hould  excite 
circumfpe&ion  $ and  not  be  alleged  to  increafe 
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fince  it  will  not  excufe  their  negligence.  If 
they  blame  the  inconfiftency  of  profeiTors,  let 
them  fet  a better  example,  and  fhow  their  ref- 
pect  for  injured  chriftianity  by  refolving  fin- 
cerely  to  profefs  and  faithfully  to  recommend 
it  in  their  own  lives  and  conventions. 

III.  This  naturally  brings  me  to  fhow,  in 
the  laft  place,  the  important  obligations,  which 
a chriftian  profeflion  impofes.  When  thou  vow* 
eft  a vow  unto  God , defer  not  to  fay  it.  For  he  hath 
7io pleafure  in  fools . Pay  that , which  thou  haft  vowed. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  profeiTors  are 
moft  folemniy  bound  to  lead  a chriftian  life. 
That  they  will  Itrive  to  do  this,  they  have  in 
a deliberate  manner  voluntarily  pledged  them- 
felves.  They  have  vowed  a vow  unto  the  Lord , 
and  they  cannot  go  back.  It  is  naturally,  it  is  juft- 
ly  expected  of  them,  both  by  their  brethren 
and  others,  that  they  will  frown  upon  bad 
principles  and  evil  practices.  Great  muft  be 
their  condemnation,  if,  in  contempt  of  the 
folemn  vows,  they  have  made,  they  fuffer 
their  virtues  to  be  eclipfed  by  heathen,  and 
even  by  infidels  ; if  they  diftinguifh  themfelves 
from  the  unbelieving  world  by  obferving  thole 
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rites  only,  which  in  themfelves  are  lifelefs  and 
inflgnificant. 

Above  all,  it  is  indifpenfably  required  of 
chriftian  profeffors,  that  they  avoid  the  gr offer 
vices  ; that  they  have  no  fellowjhip  with  the  un- 
fruitful works  of  darknefs , but  rather  reprove  them . 
Otherwife,  they  are  guilty  of  the  moft  abomi- 
nable facrilege,  they  blafpheme  that  worthy  namey 
by  which  they  are  called , they  reflect  unmerited 
difgrace  on  the  religion  of  Jefus,  while  their 
own  reputation  becomes  juftly  difhonored. 

Not  only  by  avoiding  open  vices  fliould 
profeffors  be  exemplary.  They  fhould,  alfo, 
live  in  the  habitual  practice  of  thofe  duties, 
which  the  world  expeds  them  to  perform,  and 
which  the  religion,  they  profefs,  enjoins.  If 
negligent  of  virtues,  which  are  the  charader- 
iftical  traits  of  chriftianity,  it  will  be  readily 
fuppofed,  that  they  have  affumed  the  chriftian 
profeflion  with  the  vain  hope  of  increafing  their 
reputation,  or  of  atoning  for  their  vices.  But, 
fhould  either  of  thefe  be  their  leading  motive, 
how  fadly  will  they  be  difappointed  ! For  by 
exhibiting  a glaring  inconfiftency  between  their 
profeflion  and  their  pradice,  they  will  inevita- 
bly lofe  credit  even  with  the  unprincipled,  and. 


what  is  more  to  be  dreaded,  they  will  increafe 
their  criminality  in  the  view  of  heaven. 

At  the  prefent  period,  when  there  are  fuch 
daring  attempts*  to  deflroy  the  bulwarks  of 
our  holy  religion,  when  fome  with  malicious 
rage  aim  a deadly  blow  at  the  very  vitals  of 
chriftianity,  and  fo  many  unintentionally  in- 
jure its  true  interefts  by  indifference  and  luke- 
warmnefs  in  its  caufe,  it  certainly  becomes  the 
friends  of  Jefus  to  be  vigilantly  on  their  guard 
again!!  infidious  defigns  and  open  affaults. 
They  fhould  refolutely Jlcind  in  their  lot , put  on 
the  armor  of  a good  life,  and  with  the  J word 
of  the  Spirit , which  is  the  word  of  God , they  fhould 
encounter  all  their  adverfaries  ; above  all , tak- 
ing the  field  of faith , wherewith  they  may  be  able 
to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked . When  fo 
many,  who  are  not  the  open  enemies  of  the 
gofpel,  feem,  however,  by  their  practice  to  rep- 
refent  the  duties  of  piety  as  of  little  or  no  im- 
portance, let  chriftians  evince  their  reality  and 
their  efficacy  by  diligently  maintaining  them, 

* Witnefs  a periodical  publication  at  Philadelphia,  cal- 
led “ The  Temple  of  Reafonf  which  by  all  the  arts  of  low  buf- 
foonery, of  blafphemous  wit,  and  of  lying  intrigue  is  in- 
ceflantly  directed  to  undermine  and  deftroy  the  chriftian 
faith. 
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and  by  faithfully  difplaying  their  happy  fruits. 
Let  them  be  conftant  in  the  private  and  public 
. wo  r {hip  of  God,  and  fuffer  no  excufe,  which 
would  not  detain  them  from  the  moft  trivial 
worldly  purfuit,  to  keep  them  from  paying  de- 
ferved  homage  to  their  Maker  in  his  houfe.  If 
they  grow  remifs  in  the  facred  duties  of  devo- 
tion, how  can  they  anfwer  it  to  their  own  con- 
fciences  ; how  can  they  expect  to  avoid  the 
imputation  and  the  punifliment  of  God’s  brok- 
en covenant ; how  can  they  expect,  that  others, 
who  look  to  them  for  an  example,  will  efcape 
effential  injury  by  imitating  their  bad  prac- 
tices ? 

The  fubject,  in  fine,  fliould  deeply  interefi: 
thofe,  who  have  affented  to  the  covenant  with 
a view  to  the  baptifm  of  their  children,  and 
who  have  hitherto  neglected  to  come,  in  the 
inflituted  way,  to  the  table  of  the  Lord . Suffer 
me,  though  with  plainnefs,  yet  with  truth  to 
declare,  that  the  vows  of  God  are  upon  you . The 
covenant,  you  have  ratified  with  Deity,  is  the 
fame  in  fubftance  with  that,  which  gives  ad- 
miflion  into  the  church.  Cuflom  alone  has 
made  a difference.  No  greater  qualifications 
are  requifite  for  the  latter,  than  for  the  form- 
er. You  have  facredlv  promifed  “ to  bring 
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up  your  children  and  all,  who  are,  or  may  be 
under  your  care  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord”  How  can  you  fulfil  this  folemn  en- 
gagement, unlefs  you  diligently  inftruct  themin 
chriftian  principles  ; and  how  can  you  fuccefs- 
fully  inftruc^them  in  chriftian  principles,  un- 
lefs you  fet  before  them  a chriftian  example  ? 
Take  heed,  I entreat  you,  left  you  undervalue 
covenant  obligations.  It  is  always  efteem- 
ed  difgraceful  and  criminal  in  a court  of  juftice, 
and  in  the  moft  trivial  caufe,  thoughtlefsly  or 
wilfully  to  be  guilty  of  a falfe  oath.  How 
much  more  criminal  and  offenfive  muft  we  fup- 
pofe  it  in  the  view  of  your  omnifcient  Judge 
impioufly  to  perjure  yourfelves  by  taking  his 
covenant  into  your  lips,  while  it  has  little  or 
no  place  in  your  memories,  much  lefs  in  your 
hearts  ; and  while  it  does  not  fuitably  influence 
your  pra&ice  ? Confider  for  your  ferious  ad- 
monition, better  is  it,  that  you  fhould  not 
have  vowed,  than  that  you  fliould  vow,  and 
not  pay.  Be  entreated  immediately  to  pay  un- 
to the  Lord  your  vows , left,  fooner  or  later,  this 
dreadful  fentence  be  founded  in  the  ears  of 
each  prefumptuous  delinquent,  What  haft  thou 
to  do  to  declare  my  Jiatutes , or  that  thou  fhouldeft  take 
my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ; feeing  thou  hatejl 
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inftruElion , and  cafteft  my  words  behind  thee  ? Thou 
giveft  thy  mouth  to  evil , and  thy  tongue  frameth  de- 
ceit, Thefe  things  haft  thou  done , and  I kept 
ftlence.  Thou  thoughteft , that  I was  altogether  fuch 
a one  as  thyfelf.  But  I will  reprove  thee , and  fet 
them  in  order  before  thine  eyes.  Now  conftder  this , 

ye9  that  forget  God , left  l tear  you  in  pieces , and 
there  be  none  to  deliver . 


\ 


i 


'4 


4 


\ 


i 


